
Pre-Conference Workshops: Thursday, April 9, 2026

Thursday, April 9 
9:00am-4:00pm
FULL

Luminous Portraits: Painting the Full Spectrum with Six Colors with Ali Cavanaugh
Learn to create radiant watercolor portraits using just six carefully chosen colors. This workshop 
guides you through color mixing, value studies, and step-by-step techniques to capture a wide range 
of complexions—from the lightest to the darkest—while maintaining luminosity and depth. Ideal 
for artists seeking a simplified yet powerful palette to enhance their portrait work. 

Thursday, April 9
9:00am-4:00pm

Sculpting the Human Torso in Relief: Gesture, Structure and Expression with Kevin 
Chambers
This hands-on workshop focuses on capturing the anatomy, proportion, and expressive movement 
of the human torso through guided instruction and live model studies. Beginning with a series of 
gesture drawings, followed by a relief study in clay from a live model. Ideal for all levels. (Supply fee) 

Thursday, April 9 
9:00am-4:00pm
FULL

Capturing the Portrait: A Sensitive Study in Black and White with Susan Lyon
Through careful observation and expressive mark-making, Susan will guide you in creating a 
sensitive, timeless portrait in black and white. You’ll explore value, tone, and structure to convey 
mood, character, and presence—without the distraction of color. Whether you’re refining your 
technique or building confidence in portraiture, this hands-on class offers a thoughtful approach to 
capturing the essence of a subject with depth and subtleness.

NATIONAL PORTRAIT AND FIGURATIVE ARTISTS’ CONFERENCE

Thursday, April 9
3:00pm-4:00pm

Orientation and Welcome Reception for First-Time Attendees

Thursday, April 9
4:00pm-7:30pm

Name Badge Pick-up and On-Site Registration
Grand Opening of Exhibit Hall - Art Manufacturers and Services

Thursday, April 9
4:30pm-7:30pm

Face Off: Anna Rose Bain, Frances Bell, Louis Carr, Casey Childs, Grace DeVito, 
Michelle Dunaway, Jeff Hein, Quang Ho, Daniel Keys, Chelsea Lang, Jeremy Lipking, 
Richard Christian Nelson, Alicia N. Ponzio, Stephanie Paige Thomson, Shane Wolf, 
Zhaoming Wu
Observe sixteen featured artists, in groups of 3, demonstrate in a variety of mediums including oil, 
watercolor, charcoal, and clay. The completed paintings will be part of a silent auction held on Friday at 
6:30pm benefiting the scholarship program.

The Art of the Portrait Opens: Thursday, April 9, 2026



Friday, April 10 
2:00pm-4:00pm
FULL

Vision First: How to Make the Photo Serve the Art: Louis Carr, Grace Devito and 
Chelsea Lang
A powerful portrait starts with a strong vision. In this session each faculty artist will share how they 
create photo references that support their unique way of seeing. From setting up a photoshoot 
to post-processing, you’ll learn how to make photos speak your visual language. Whether you’re 
working on commissions, exploring new styles, or want references that truly support your work, this 
session offers clear, accessible tools without the tech overwhelm.

Friday, April 10
2:00pm-4:00pm

Solid Beginnings with Frances Bell and Shane Wolf
Frances and Shane share their approaches to starting a portrait, with Shane focusing on drawing 
and Frances on painting. Their 2-hour demo highlights the importance of strong foundations and 
will include illustrated examples showing both early stages and finished works to illustrate the 
artistic journey and the role of correction.

Friday, April 10
2:00pm-4:00pm

Breakout Sessions (Select only one)

Thursday, April 9
7:30pm-10:00pm

Open and Free Drawing Studio (Models provided, drawing only)

Friday, April 10
12:30pm-7:00pm

Open and Free Drawing Studio (Models provided, drawing only) 
Closing 7:00p-8:00p to set up for Face Off 2.0

Friday, April 10
12:30pm-2:00pm

Lunch Break
Book Signings and Portfolio Critiques

Friday, April 10
10:10am-10:30am

Break

Friday, April 10
10:30am-12:30pm

Capturing Character in Oil and Watercolor with Daniel Keys and Mary Whyte
Join acclaimed artists Daniel Keys and Mary Whyte as they paint live portraits demonstrating their 
signature techniques in oil and watercolor. During model breaks, they will share recent works and 
discuss how a thoughtfully scripted portrait can capture more than a likeness—telling a compelling 
story through every brushstroke.

Friday, April 10
9:00am

Morning EXPRESS-o: A High-Energy Start (Complimentary Coffee served 8:00a-9:00a)
• Artist: What’s in a Name? Jason Bouldin
• Defining Moments: Quang Ho, Alicia N. Ponzio and Mary Whyte
• The Future is Now: Michael Shane Neal

Friday, April 10, 2026



Friday, April 10
8:00pm-10:00pm

Face Off 2.0 The Next Generation – Tina Figarelli, Julia Maddalina, Jackson Wrede, 
and Kristen Valle Yann
Drawing Demonstrations and Free Drawing Studio
Four artists lead a dynamic session of live drawing, each demonstrating their unique portrait 
techniques. Participants are invited to take part in the free, open drawing studio, drawing alongside 
the guest artists. All skill levels welcome—observe, draw, and be inspired.

Saturday, April 11
9:00am-10:00am

Lending a Hand with Shane Wolf
Any artist who ventures into the limitless character and expressivity of the hands encounters their 
formidable complexity and difficulty, often a make-or-break part of an artwork. Join Shane as he 
breaks down key structural components of the hand and provides memorable cues and clues to 
help lock in and improve your understanding of the hand.

Saturday, April 11, 2026

Saturday, April 11
10:00am-10:30am

Break

Friday, April 10 
2:00pm-4:00pm
FULL

From Pose to Story: Designing Narrative Portraits with Casey Childs and Susan Lyon
Master artists Casey Childs and Susan Lyon lead an inspiring demonstration on transforming a simple 
portrait into a compelling scene with narrative depth. This demonstration explores how thoughtful 
posing, props, and composition can create mood, evoke emotion, and suggest a larger story.

Friday, April 10
5:30pm-7:00pm

5:30pm: Doors Open for Preview of 6x9 Mystery Art Sale
6:00pm: Sales Begin for 6x9 Mystery Art Sale
6:30pm: Time ends for Silent Auction of Face Off Paintings 

Friday, April 10
4:30pm-5:30pm

Meet the Finalists from The International
Exhibit Happy Hour

Friday, April 10 
2:00pm-4:00pm 

Head Starts: Fixing the Most Overlooked Parts of Drawing the Head with Dawn 
Whitelaw
Sharpen your head drawing skills in this fast-paced, hands-on workshop. Through a series of 
small, quick pencil sketches from printed and projected references (including masterworks), you’ll 
explore often-overlooked fundamentals of drawing the head. Each drawing is followed by targeted 
instructions. 

Friday, April 10
8:00pm-10:00pm

After Hours: Art Unfiltered with Jeff Hein & Guests 
Renowned artist Jeff Hein hosts a late-night art talk diving into the creative process, the changing 
art world, and the realities of an artist’s life. Joined by Anna Rose Bain, Frances Bell, Quang 
Ho, and Daniel Keys, the conversation ranges from technique and philosophy to career highs and 
setbacks, and includes a Q&A with attendees.



Saturday, April 11
6:00pm-7:00pm

Cocktail Reception

Saturday, April 11
2:00pm-4:30pm

The Commissioned Portrait: Process and Practice with Michael Shane Neal
This demonstration walks you through the essential stages of commissioned work. Learn how to 
pose and direct your subject, explore composition options, and create a color study that sets the 
foundation for the finished painting. The session provides a clear roadmap to creating successful 
commissioned portraits with both artistry and client collaboration in mind.

Saturday, April 11
12:30pm-10:00pm

Open and Free Drawing Studio (Models provided, drawing only)

Saturday, April 11
12:30pm-2:30pm

Lunch Break
Book Signings and Portfolio Critiques

Saturday, April 11 
10:30am-12:30pm
FULL

Modern Watercolor Portraits: Signature Techniques on Innovative Surfaces with 
Ali Cavanaugh
In this hands-on class, Ali leads a step-by-step exploration of her distinctive process, showing how 
alternative surfaces can transform your approach and open new possibilities in watercolor. Learn 
how these materials bring greater luminosity, detail, and depth to your portraits.

Saturday, April 11
10:30am-12:30pm

Breakout Sessions (Select only one)

Saturday, April 11 
10:30am-12:30pm
FULL

Full Circle: Techniques – A Journey Through Mentorship in Paint with Michelle 
Dunaway and Stephanie Paige Thomson
Artists Michelle Dunaway and Stephanie Paige Thomson present a unique live painting demonstra-
tion that celebrates the transformative power of mentorship. As they paint artist Dawn Whitelaw, 
they’ll break down the techniques, principles, and methods passed on to them—and reveal how 
those influences continue to shape their work today.

Saturday, April 11 
10:30am-12:30pm
FULL

Anatomy in Focus: Three Lenses, One Body with Kevin Chambers, Richard 
Christian Nelson and Alicia N. Ponzio
Explore the human form through three unique artistic lenses in this dynamic anatomy breakout 
session. Using an undraped model, you will be guided by three expert artists, gaining a multi-
layered understanding of anatomy—from the inside out.

Saturday, April 11
10:30am-12:30pm

Capturing Innocence: A Dual Demo on Painting the Child’s Portrait with Anna 
Rose Bain and Louis Carr
Acclaimed artists Anna Rose Bain and Louis Carr present a dynamic, side-by-side portrait demon-
stration focused on painting children. From delicate skin tones and subtle expressions to the 
challenge of capturing a child’s energy and softness, this session highlights two distinct approaches 
to portraying young subjects with sensitivity and skill.



Sunday, April 12
12:30pm

Visit the High Museum of Art or the Booth Western Art Museum
Buses leave promptly at 12:45pm and return after 6pm 
Buses will load outside the Grand Ballroom Motor Entrance

Sunday, April 12
10:30am-12:30pm

The Poetry of Drapery: Light, Movement, and Feeling with Zhaoming Wu
Join Zhaoming as he captures the beauty of fabric in motion. Focusing on his renowned use of 
drapery, he will demonstrate how light, form, and gesture work together to create atmosphere and 
grace. Through expressive brushwork and in-depth study, you’ll learn to infuse your paintings with 
movement and feeling, using fabric as a powerful narrative element.

Saturday, April 11
7:00pm-9:30pm

The Gala Banquet and Awards Program
• The Future Generation Award
• Signature Status Awards
• The International Awards
• Gold Medal Award - Bo Bartlett
• The Excellence in Fine Art Education Award - Studio Incamminati

Sunday, April 12
9:00am-10:00am

Raphael to Sorolla with Micah Christensen and Jeff Hein 
Art historian Micah Christensen and artist Jeff Hein trace the evolution of portraiture from the 
balance and refinement of Raphael to the luminous brushwork of Joaquín Sorolla. Together, they’ll 
explore how master artists across the centuries advanced the art of capturing likeness, character, 
and presence, offering insights that continue to inspire artists and art-lovers today.

Sunday, April 12, 2026

Sunday, April 12
10:00am-10:30am

Break

Tuition: Member Rate:  $625 and Non-Member Rate: $725
Virtual: $525
Pre-Conference workshops are not included in the tuition price and are an additional $195
For only $100 more, you can add 90 days of unlimited re-watch on demand of all the programs

Cancellation Policy: If your plans change, please notify the Portrait Society in writing before February 9, 2026, to receive a full refund. After 
February 9, 2026, you will receive an educational credit for your tuition less a $100 cancellation fee. Your educational credit may be applied 
to future conferences or membership dues. Credit is good for 3 years.

https://portrait.memberclicks.net/2026-conference-registration

